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ABSTRACT

If blacks are to have any hope of success in
produc:.ng favorable social and political change, they must be
extremely wary of having too narrow a focus. Blacks cannot waste time
in the search for ideological purity, closing out those who happen
not to agree on every detail of a specific program. . Blacks, together
with the other oppressed groups of society, must recognize that the
agenda is no less comprehensive than life itself. Education is the
focus of this essay, but clearly there are myriad relationships
between educational issues and those which are usually considered
beyond the scope of a paper on education. Faced with the failure of
the public schools and the concommitant continual hostility,
insensitivity, or apathy, many blacks have decided that retreat and
surrender or individualistic effort are the only courses open. Equal
opportunity in education will not become a reality overnight--even if
funding increases drastically, even if the busing question is
equitably resolved, even if teacher training is improved, even if
admission to college is guaranteed to all who wish to apply. Suffice
it to say there is work to be done and work enough for everyone who
seeks to forward the twin causes of gquality and equality. [Parts of
this document will not be clearly legible on reproduction due to the
print quality of the original.] (Author/JM
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SURVIVAL, PIASH TI: MY PIT'OUT GHIFORITTY

For the past several years, inh black carmmnities across the country,
there has heen a good deal of rhetoric about black genocide. Depending
unon the camnity or the persons who were tallking, the genccide vas either
rhysical, educational or psychological Sirmltanecusly, in these sane corr-
munities, significant voices were calling for "corunity control,” "nation-
hailding” and the development of plans for "hlack Mivd.” It was—and
for that matter still is—a time of turroil andl apprehension. Pethaps because
of t.his it bhecarie a practice of too many to attach labels to almost every
Black along th_e spectrum of ideology: revolutionary, militant, Urcle Tom,
liberal, conservative, oreo, integrationist, Punt Sarah, separatist, zebsra,v
colared, Hlegro, ad infinitm, Ieological and philosophical battles in-
volving the rmost mimite distinctions, differehces am! nuances have consumed
the hrains, tine ani energy of same of the best minds in the black commnity.
In its rost bizarre manifestation, Dlacks of acknovlelged comitrent,
leadership ability and brains spent months opposing other Blacks vith similar
qualities over minor roints of ideological difference. ILess obvious, but
no less debilitating, vas the statc of afﬁa:irs vihere Blacks became im-
robilized as they looked imward and contemlated their navels, as it were,
in agonizing attearts at introspection. The rhetoric of *hlacker than thou,"
the ileological labeling, the withdrawal into a woxld of black €antasy are
ultimately suicidal tactics. They distract attention fram the very serious
husiness of analyzing current developments which are inimical to the interests
of Blacks and other minorities. They divert enemgy fron the critical tasks
of planning effective strategies to achieve equal rights for all minority

citizens--and indeel to assure their very survival.
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If Blacks are to have any hope of siuccess in negotiating the troubled
waters of consexrvative anl racist reaction to the limited gains and small
victories achieved in recent years, they must be extremely wary of having
too narrorr a focus. Limited vision, whether it concerns weople or issues,
is a very real danger. First, Blécks cannot waste time in the search for
ijeological purity, closing out brothers, sisters and potential allies who
happen nct to agree on every detail of a specific program. Tven as Aialogque
continues in the hope of reaching consensus, ootions mist be maintained
for indivicuals to speak and act. In a crisis, every weapon, every vehicle,
every tool rust be pressel into service: the ragtag ammy may accamhsh
its éoals, viiile the larger battalion vaits, fearful of roving until it is
sure of ideological uniformity. Second, Blacks, together with the other
oppressed groups of society, mast recognize that the agenda is no less can-
prehensive than life itself., Some issues may appear more urgent at some
times than at others, hut it would be a fatal mistake to see only indivicual
trees and lose sight of the forest. It is not possible to discuss housing
without considering employient, education in isolation fron the political
systen, or health and welfare while disregarling the var. Blucation is the
focus of this essay, hut clearly thore are endless and camplex relationships
betvieen educational issues an?l those which are usually considered beyond
the scone of a naper on education. It would be infinitely more comforting
if one could. with a sense of optimism, aldress himself to the positive
achievements and vrermising develorments in the Arerican educational systen.
Unfortunately, like tco vany other aspects of the society-—lwousing, employ-
ment opportunities, transportation, health care-—the rublic schools and much

of post-high school elucation are in disarray.
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THE PUDLIC SCHOOLS

It is not an overstaterent to suggest that the mublic schools which are

suprosedi to serve the poor of this country reek with the odor of failure,

despair; apathy and violence, with the result that far too many of these
schools, particularly in the rural south and the urban north, are suf-
focating and choking. The litany of problems is too familiar to require
recounting here: drop-outs, gangs, functionally illiterate "graduates,"
druas, the crushing of cheérful curiosity, the deadening of the ability
and will to learn. Parents send their children to school with high hopes,

. hut vhen, faced with the contimual failure of their children, they ask the

schools what is wrong, they are told to go hame and mind their ovm lasiness.

Confronted by contimial hostility, insensitivity or apathy, many Blacks
have decided that retrcat and surrender are the only courses open: they will
do what they can for their own children, hut for all those others, there is

no nmore energy or time., Others may ke sefuced by the analysss of scholars

and social Giagnosticians, the Jensens axdl the Shockleys, vho indicate that
not ruch can be expected £rom people who are genetically 1’.nferim':.:'L Those
who have a pious bent ask: Didn't Jesus himself say that the poor woull
always be with us? Still others just want to rest; they are tired of the
struggle. There is a great temptation to stop banging collective heads
against the stone wall ar be content vith limited gains for same, stagnation
and despair for those vho are at the hottam of the heap. Ultimately, it is

a nmatter of choice, vhether to continue in the struggle for human renewal

and develorment or to go separate vays in the nisguided belief that an

 individual can make it alone, that the hopes, destinies andl survival of

other Blacks is in no way related to cne's ovm.
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FINANCE

Considier the £inancial crisis of the public schools. Those in large
urban areas are anvproaching bankruptcy, if they are not bankrupt already.
Along vith so many other city sexrvices, the costs of education have moved
vell beyond the capacity of the mmicipal tax base--and the poor kand powerless
are once again caught in the squeeze. It is ironic, however, that providing
an adecquate education may vell be, in the long run, far less costly than
allozing the school systenms to decay and disintegrate.

Dr. Fenry levin, a Stanford University professor, recently conducted a
study for the londale Carmittee on Ecqual Bducational Opportunity, and the
results should he given‘ very wide public .=.d:teni::i.on.2 Using failure to
corplete high school as his definition of inadequate education, he calcu-
latea' the costs to the nation in lost income and in increased need for
velfare services and criminal rehabilitation. Takingonly the males aged

25 to 34 in 1969 vho had not graluatel from high school, he determined that

the nation lost $237 billion dollars in income, and $71 billion in govermment

revemees. Lut to have seen this group throuch just a high school education
would have cost only about $40 hillion.

Some very elementary aritimetic will indicate vhether or not adecuate
financing of education is or iz not a sound investment--even though no one
has yet devised a vay of measuring the differential in individual and social
health, If an appeal. to the American conscience does not produce results,
perhaps the case can he made simiy in te.ms of economics: scrimping on
education is a dumb thing to do in terms of the Alnighty Dollar. It must
bhe noted, howvever, that calculatiorss such as these and others, relating years

of education to income receivecdl, are based on a rather important assumption:
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namely, that jobs will in fact he available for all those v*o seek them.
Yet, high unemloyrent is a contimuing problea of the econay: racism still
prevents many ninority group mevdxrs from obtaining vositions for wirich
they are qualified; technology is eliminating routine johs; and serious
aquestions are being raised ahout the hasic orientation of the economy
(e.g., tovard var anl against ecology). All these factors iy the simple
equation of schooling and careers, vet they rust he taken into account by
those whose chief concern is education. Clearly, as vas indicated earlier,
education cannot be viewed in isolation: it is inextricably involved with

each item on the social agenda.

The {raditional basis of support for public education—the local
vronerty tax--is, however, finally being given serious examination. The

Califormia decision in Sexrano vs. Priest rejects the promerty tax as the

main source of educational révenue kecause reliance upon the wroperty tax
dictétes that the quality of thé scheol system is a function of lccal wealth.3
It is a violation of the equal nrotection clauses of the Constitution, ruled
the judge in that case, when the quality of a child's efucation depends
almost entirely on the econoic health of the cammunity in which he happens
to reside. The implications of that decision for Blacks anl other minorities
are clear, since most live in poor carunities. The irplications were not
lost on the affluent either, an there will he stxrong opposition to a de~
pvarture from past practice.

Dut even if new formilas are devised for allocation of ecducational funds,
will it necessarily mean a boon to Blacks and other minorities? Equalizing

per pupil expenditures across a given state may be appealing at first glance,
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but without careful calculacion, the "=ﬁ11ori£ies anyl the poor may once again
he shortchanged. 2ny fonala has two perts: inmut is irwortant, ut
there rmst be at least egual concern about output. If Blacks and other
minorities are to he elucated in a manner which will put them on a con-
retitive hasis with those from the wealthy suburbs, schools serving the poor
and winorities mé.y well require consicdlerably higher allocations. As long
as ‘chis society permits so many of its people to live in degrading circun-
stances, to suffer inadequate health services, to survive on the crumbs of
a so-called culture vhich has systematically insulted and excluded thern--as
long as that situation continues (and there is little sign thét massive re-
form of social conditions is irminent), then urban schools will have to be
better staffel anl emirred, more cormrehensive then their sularban and

affluent counterparts.

Hiow can anyone in his right rind pretend that a youngster--no matter how

attentive, how punctual, how well-behaved--vho goes to a decaying school,
is taught by inexperiencal or liostile teachers, has ro access to art or
music or recreational facilities, has little or no exarmle of encouragement
to parsue a realistic carecer or college education—-howr can that youngster
rossibly compete? By the time he's out of elementary school, let alone

idgh sclhinol, he's so far behind the starting line that it's ludicrous. 1Is
that his fault? Is a racist society to continue in its comfortable illusion
that it has had no hand in the screening out of minorities? Is it any
wonder that so rany Blacks and other rinorities leave school before gradua-

tion? Graduation is no panacen, hut in a crelentialed society, a dinlama

orens Goors.
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The voucher plan is siiilarly s new develoment which, at first
glance, shows pronise of redressing sore elucational grievances. Unfor-

tunately, it quickly shoris fatal signs of having heen conceived in the

Utonian world of classical econonics where the “invisible hand” will make

sure that s'orly and Jemand balance neatly in a free marketplace. In the
real vorld, wifortunately, things nay not be so tidy. A family in North
Philadelphia, in Pruitt-Igoe in St. Louis, or Lavmdal= in Chicago, may
sirply not be able to mrchase with its voucher a quality of efucation even
approxivating vhat the affluent family in Scarsdale, lMew York or 'iinnetka,
Illinois can luy. Voucher nlans aloné cannot nake up for the vears of
neglect nor allcv for the additional neels which poor, oppressed children
hring to the schools.

It is important, then, to take careful note of the ferment swrrounding
educational finance, anl to be as wary as ever of new proposals surfacing,
vhether for sources of revemie or for distrihution. The value-addeld tax,
for instance, which the President is conteaplating as a ston—-gan to avoid
refor of the federal income taiz, is a regressive tax which will be borne
by consumers, not corporations. The Alvisory Camittee on Intergoverrmental
Relations is suprosed to be looking into ways to counteract the rerressive
nature of this tax, but past experience inlicates that one should not accept
adminictrative vroposals on faith alone. "arden has pointed out that one
interesting by-product of the current discussions of the VAT may well be

reroval of educational legislation from the traditional Senate and House
4

comittees to the far less sympathetic Wavs and Means or Finance cormittees.
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THOVATTONS

For many concerna? with the ahvamal state of the wublic schools, hope
seers to lie in one or another of the many new schenes for classroom or
school reform. PRut frequently they nose rore cuestions than answers. Uhat
ahout alternative schools? How does one distinguish among then? "hat
avilence is theve that they provide the skills and the education needeld to
allor Dlacks al other ninorities to detemine their orm fature options?
Fven more irportant, what are the sources of funding or financial support
for these alternatives? st thiey always operate on "soft money,” vhile
the bulk of tax revenues continue to £low to schools which have demonstrated
their inability to educate, even in the rost rudirentary vay? i1l these
alternatives became convenient Zumping qmunc'ls and enclaves for students,
nostly 3Blacks, whaa ms’..:ng public schools have neither the sl:ills nor

the inclination to deal with on a regular hasis?

A critical Jdanger is the possible use of poor black children as |
“guinea pigs,"” varticularly vhen the experiment is really meant to alleviate
the private hang-ups of a fewr individuals. Informal classrcoms, for instancae,
are almost everyvhere touted as the latest manacea for a host of educa~
tional woss. Like the little girl in the old nursery rhyme, when they are
good, they are very, very gocd; but when they are had, they are horrid.
Informality, grooviness, andl all the rest may became convenient covers for
sloppiness an?d a general lovering standards. They mask the haxd reality
that nothing wortlwhile, least of all a good education, is gained without
discipline and hard work and wvhile such innovations may in the short-run
make schools happier places for some children, in the long run they may well
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kecarne a new fom of natronizing rut-~down: These kids aren‘t really

capable of serious effort. so rake sure they have fun.

Arthur Pearl, in his excellent article on the new informalisn which
apeare? in Social Policy about a year ago, punctures many of the halloons

blotm uwp hy the informality advocates.s He does not Geny that rigidity or

~ irrelevance or coercicn comonly characterize many public schools; hut

he cannot iy the prescription of those vho wouldl simnly throw up their
ha¥ls, turn schools cver to kids, and abandon adult responsibhility for
leadership, quidance andl teaching. The fact that soe curricula are
irrelevant, Jdoes not lead him, he says, to the conclusion that he cannot
iflentify relevaince and téach it. To quote Dr. Pearl: “There is a body
of knovledge to be taught and a position to be taken through it, and

supnorted by it, against pacochialism, against poverty and misery.“G

Equally Adamaging is the kind of rhetoric heard from ‘scme who try to
persuade youth that some subjects are saehow foreign to black soul.
Efforbs to inculcate pride in black :i;ientity, to teach a more honest
version of history, to recognize the érama and grandeur of the African
past, are laudable and necessary as an antidote to years of dishonesty
and racism and methodical suppression of ethnic identity and seli-respect.
Tut the needs of the black cawmunity for lawyers, doctors, engineers,

planners, scientists and ejucators will not be met by young veople, regardless

of how camitted they are to black develoment, who are not learning political

science and chenistry and physics.

10

e e bt et b et 5 B A KR 3 s b 0 2 T o e, e K A b At i o & i b P £




IR i, S et e

e

oty T A

Page 10

Mmd finelly, consifer “o-schooling.” 'hat Joes that tem .iean o
Tlacks and other minoritios? Thay have alrealy heen le-schooloel, deprivel,
de-motivatel and, too often, elwmanizel lw the evisting educational systen.
They Jon‘t nesl another vehicle to do to than better vhat too rmany educa-
tionel institations have alrealy Jone very well indeed through the years.
Pesiles, this is a crelentialed society, requiring diplarmaes, ceréificates,
Jdcrees and other starms of anrwoval to enter most of the rore powerful
and lucrative positions. ‘hile many of these credentials are meaningless
in the rore imrortant vays or unnecessarily difficult to obtain, few can
afford the lwoxry of ignoring then even vhile efforts to r~n7ify then are
ﬁtmsifiel. Placks and other nirorities Jlon‘t need to invent new vays
to he kemt out of the systeh; that has been done for them Ly others vho
vere evnerts. They vant in, not oat. A rore nragmatic way to attack the
nroblera of non-alucation anl inferior elucation is to force those insti-
tutions charge: with the respons:i.!'\ility for efucating to do just that:
eficate children and youth or get out of the wav so others can get ahout
their husiness. One shoull not be “eceived Ly the nér svmhollc bcrusades.
Dternal vigilance is essential if the poor anl minorities are to avoid
hecoring victins of the Jiversions anl hlind alleys they have endured
so lonc. ‘hite folks aren't about to pay for their elucation cut of the
coodness of their hearts. True eWwcational equality should he argued

anl fouylit for, not as a favor or a son, hut as a smurd investment in a

healthy and viable society




Page 11

Tthen aprrorriate courses of stxly an’ nethods and teclmicques for
black students are heing Jlebated, it wicht he well to exanine more closely %
the exarples set hy many hlack colleges. Through the years, these in-
stitutions —starved for funds, struggling for survival, hesieged on all
sifles hy hostile, racist vhites uho vanted to keep Blacks icmorant and
uneducatel-—took the nroducts of inferior, segregated southern and northern
schools and tamer! then into corpetent professionals and outstanding
leaders. One of the reasons Blacks have been able to develon leaders in
many £iells is becanse these institutions existed. Unfortanately, Chicanos,

Paerto Ricans and Indians had no such institations in this country.

An inmovation which has receivedl far less mublicity than seme others,
hoviever, is one with extremely dangerous irwplications: the use of drugs
to control the behavior of chiliren in the classroam. Wat Hentoff, writing

in the Villace Veice, has rrodiuced a frightening indictment of the collusion
7

aong drug camanies,; doctors emioyed by school systens, and teachers.
21though only about 100 pediatric psychiatrists in the country are qualified
to diagnose and treat the rinimal hrain -Jysfunction known as hyperkinesis,

for vhich certain drugs have, in fact, nroved helnful, rrelininary investiga-
tion hns revealel that thousands of school children have beer: placel on a
reqire of behavior modification drugs, without proper testing, without careful
monitoring, and often in total disregard of parental concern an? orposition.
Tt shoul not be necessary to point out that the victims are frequently
children of the poor and the rowerless. Hentoff crrwents. “The so-called

‘Jivergent behavior® is a desrerate reaction to teachers an’l adninistrators

wiFo dont know what to do with ki‘ls who do not £all into their 'special
i‘leology about discinline.® Unilling to reocanize their ovn deficienies

12
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as elucators, these scheci personnel, in alliance with scme physicians,
turn to drugging children as the “easy’ way to solve their owvn problems

in a clasisroom. 8

The prorosals for innovation, for refom, for change are anpparently
enlless in their variety. Sare may he well-intentioned. Fut morly con~
ceivad and exccuted. Soe may cost so ruch that they can reach at hest
only a minute proportion of the children who woul? benefit £ them.

Coe, like the Grug therary described above, may be actually malevolent and
harmful to children. As with schemes for refom of educational finance,
variness and careful analysis should precede endorsement.

POLITICS

——————

other siwbject we rust examine carefully is the politics of schools
and elucation. The educational system of any comtry is one of the primary
mosns of socialization for its citizens. Any society will attempt to in-
culcate within its citizens the hasic valves, philosophy, beliefs and
traditions of the society chrouch its schools, along with other institu-
tions.9 Commnity control of the schools is inevitably, then, like other

school-related reoblems, an issue which is rolitical in nature.

Corrmnity control is a tooic which has upset educators all over the
contry, largely because of the potential ranifications of the Hew York
City contxoversy of several years ago. It might e pointed out in passing
that here is another interesting example —like bussing—of American
double~think. ffen whites demand cormumity control, it is regarded as
logical, normal and appropriate. In fact, they don't need to demand it,

13.
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because they have zlvays hal it! but once 3lacks kecin to talk about
control, blood pressures sky-rocket, eves hulge and people begin to see scwe
dark and devious plot being concoctedl hy militants and revolutionaries.
Derrick Pell of Harvar University Law School has put the issue in proper
perspective. "The essence of cormunity control,” 3ell savs, "is the sense
of parents that they can and do influence policy-making in their children's
school in ways beneficial to their children. Parents in highly regardel
suhurban school corrmmnities have this sense, and in varying degrees, teachers
ardl adninistrators in those schools convey an understanding that their

job success depends on satisfying not the board or union hut the parents
vhose children are enrolled in the school. 10 Or as John Snith of Howard
University said more succinctly: *hite schools are not 'better' because
whites are superior, but because those responsible are required to act

responsibly. el

Carmunity control is clearly an understandable and worthwhile iter on
the black educational agenda. The svstenmatic favoritism for vhites and
plamned inferiority for Dlacks is too well documentel to bear repeating.
But vhen black parents, driven to desperation by the continued refusal or
inability of vhite-controlled school systems to educate their youngsters,
tallzal about taking over, the atterpts to suppress or subvert cormunity
control began. In Detroit and Mew Yorl:, where state-mamatel redistricting
and loczl boards have been established, the results have not given disen-
franchised Blacks rmuch to cheer ahout. Iarilyn Gittell, one of this
country's major analysts of eMcational rolitics, suns up the problem by
saying that ‘mere election of local boards is not a guarantee of a re-
distrilution of power.” She notes that professionals have seen to it

.14
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that houndaries and electinn nrev xhwes vexe such as to assure continued
control by the old forces: that in any case arganizesd groups~—even those
such as parochial parents with no direct interest in the public schools--
are favorel: and that local boards are limited to dealing with “at best

ninor housekeening arrangements. +12

Barhara Sizemore's analysis of the
Chicaco Toallarm School leads to sinilar conclusions- there the corunity
hoard was simply an advisory group, recormending policies, not centrolling

ruch of :—:nyti'ning.]'3

The critical issue, of course, in any discussion of camunity control
is the definition of control. Is control sirply a meaningless tem whereby
the domtorm adninistration can keen the slaves content, a forrula without
sukstance, a device for decentralization of systems too massive for coherent
covernance? Control should mean norer, nasty as that word may he: pover
to rake decisions about staff and curriculum, and to make those decinione
stick., (ontrol means money to irplement new rroyrams, huild raildings,
hire personnel. 'lithout powes, vrithout roney, control is a fraudulent,
ewty slogan. It is crucial to deal with reality, rot rhetoric.

Philin ieranto, vho has noted with interest the paucity of political
analyses of school governance, concludes that the only hope for rejuvenating
urban school systens lies in greater black representation in both legisla-
tive hodies and in school administration. "Only if blacks are at least
roderately successful in winning these hattles will the quality of educa-
tion in Anerican cities be measurahly irproved,” he writes. “The immediate
mast has doranstrated that the quality of efducation available to groups

in Mmerican society is not unrelated to the political power of the various

.14
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The fact that Blacks have already became a majority in many cities
(if not in the general norulation, certainly in the school povulation)
argues for operation of the school systen for the benefit of black children.
But merely hecause Blacks hecone a majority is no guarantee that things
+ill irprove. Financial suywort for hasic services—--education, transporta~
tion, welfare, housing—is slowly hut surely being shiftel from the local
level to state and federal govermment. As Blacks and other minorities
armroach or hecae the majority in whan areas, gerrymandering of nolitical
boundaries anc metropolitan schenes proliferate in transparent atterots
to dilute or deny political represenation, once. again, to these historically
disenfranchised anc powerless groups. There are other develorments oc-
curring which may well undercut any kind of meaningful commmnity control.
In lexs York State, for instance, the IEA and UFT have united to fomm one
ronolithic teachers organization. If dealing with the union in Ilews York City
vas an inpossible task for local hoards, har can Blacks and other minorities
hope to neagotiate and deal with a stateiride arganization of over 209,000

nenhers .15

Anl it doesn't stop with teacher organizations. Increasingly there
are calls for regional or interstate nlans and programs--and no one can
deny the need or good sense behinl cuch anpeals for transcending artificial
boundaries. The nroblers of transrortation or air pollution certainly do
not respect political divisions. ut what must be understood is that
carunity control, in and of itself, may play itself out as another hoax on
ninority groups. &Iven assuming that thev were able to get themselves
together--organized,united, articulate--as a community or even city-wicde

group, what good would that do, if the action has moved to a higher level of
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government or if thz resowrces are so pitifully few that nothing much
can be accomplished any'ay. One mav he mraoted from clerk to president
of the bank, lut the plush office will be a meaningless symbol if all of

the derositors have taken their money and gone elsevhere.

Blacks and other minorities all have a lot to learn from participa-
tion in the decision-making process. Corpetence in governance—no rore
than in any other field---does not care overnight, and it may -2il be as
same, including Barbara Si:zem)re,l6 have arguect, that Dlacks are still at
a stage in their develcoment as a people vhere separatism is a healthy and
necessary phenamenon. Iut they rmst hevare of still another rip-off.

The question of covaunity control requires caution, and eyes wirle open to
see vhat is heing controlled and what resources are available to make
that control effective.

In the Drowm cecision of 1954, separate schools were declared in-
herently unegual. Documentation of the inequalities had been rrovided hy
Tond, Caliver and others.n Sexton and ?'h'.se,ls among others, have shown
that schools serving the poor ocutside the south also received an unequal
share of the resources of all kinds. ™hat haprened after 1954, however,
was that many people, hoth black and white, assumed that mixing black and
vhite children in schools and classroams vould ragically provide cquality
education. Fer pecple confronted the hard realities of vhat quality
ecucation meant or vould cost. Fei7 dealt with the reality of racist

teachers and administwators, rigid organizational arrangements, harsh

" disciplinary procedures unequally apmlisl and the psychological violence

K
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visited unon black children win wnuld be hussed to newly desegregated
schools. Segregated schools hal nxoved damaging, hut the pain and anger

of desegregated schools has leen no less damaging in too many cases.

Saruel Etheridge, the llational Flucation Association's director for
teacher rights, has decumented and rublicized the scandalous treatrent

of black teachers and principals in the South during this rerind of desegrega-
t:ion.19 In the school year just past, Ztheridge remorts that 4207 black
educators were dismissed, demoted, assignel out of field or unsatisfactorily
piaced in five southern states. Heedlless to say, the horror did not end
there. Students have also suffared their share of the ywnlties. Literally
thousands have been expelled. throvn out, physically hrutalized and psy-
chologically assaulted. A survey vhich covered less than ten per cent of
all the school districts in the eleven Southern states uncovered these
figures: 12,638 students suspended: 2,470 students arrested, and 22,978
students out of sclvol far scme reason or other, including expulsion.
Intimidation. violence and even ruuier has attended the passing of the
Southern vy of life. And yet there are other instances in vhich young
neople of both races have Leen able, with wise and matient adult guidance,
to emlore their misconceptions and fears and frustrations tcgether, and

to move on to respect anl friendship, putting their elders to shame.

The fact that black school children and teachers are heing systemati-
cally repressed or immoverished is not news. Dut when such develomments

occur as the consequence of irplementing a goal~-desegregation or integration-

for vhich people have fought anl Aied, it is depressing and alarming in
the extraane. That many Blacks have turned away from the unecual struggle

18
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anl hequn to advccate sereratism may be ironic, may seem a contradiction
of rmch that has gone hefore, but it should hardly be viewed as a sur-

prising develorment by the press or anyone else.

Black people didn‘'t invent or create two separate sncieties. It
wvas the Kerner Commission which noted that the qhetto was created, main-
tained and controlled by vhite society. It was the Kerner Cormission which
varned of a rolarized society, semarate anl unequal.20 *hat can one ex-
pect when oppressal Blacks and other minorities watch their children
enarge from school uneducated, unequipped and psychologically damaged.
Tracking, testing, counseling, and guidance contrihute to this and are

viened as mesns of keeping black folles ignorant. Is it any wonder that

peonle begin to say they will use anv means necessary to see that their

chiliren are no longar Jdelwmanizal?

Yat unlerstandahle as these reactions may be, the focus must always
he clearly on quality education. If th:t can he provilel in desegregated
or integratel sclools, good. Iut-~given the reality of housing patterns
anl the intransigent opposition to hussing--it may well have to be pro—~
vided, for many youngsters in the foreseeable future, in all-black schools.
In either case, the ultimate goal st continue to be a txuly oOpen
society, an open society in which all people can choose from among many
opticns. Blacks have been fighting for ontions for more than 300 years;
hundreds of thousands have given their lives in the struggle. ‘hether
Blacks want their children in desecregated or integrated schonls, they
mict have that right. This country vas built in no small part by the

sweat, blood aml lxrains of Blacks. It is as rmch their country as other

19
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rore favored groups, and they ar2 entitled to all the rights, privileges

and options available to the rcst favored of its citizens.

As Vernon Joxdan and others have notec‘-.,ZI this period seams to be
the end of the second reconstruction. The potential for violence and
destruction vhich are milding up in this country is no less than
terrifying, not least hecause it is condoned, if not actually led, by
the top executive leadership in the federal govermment. If the rolicies
of this administration are not evil, they are at best stupid and
shortsighted. This administration seems to have far more confidence

than is varranted hy historv and the experience of human nature that

“henign neglect™ in racial conflict will somehotr serve to aprease white
racists into a rore broad-minded outlook. Amparently it has not yet

learned that the quest for self-agogranlizement at the expense of other
"inferior peonles” is an aoretite vhich is never satisfied. Has the

lesson of Hazi Gexmany been forgotten so cuickly?

As early as Fehruary 197022 a top Presiiential alvisor was pro—

nounding the theory that the ship of integration had gone dovm and that
the President woull do well to disassociate himself, hefore it cost him
rmore votes,; fron a struggle vhich vas bound to fail. It seems olwious
that he has taken that advice. Thousans of citizens, hlack and vhite
alile, have agonized and vorkel towarld the goal of equal ompcrtunity,
recognizing that their cormon safety anxl health—-to say nothing of the

mpral and Constitutional ohligation--required no less. low thay are con-

fronted ly the sbunning anvl sorry srectacle of a leader who randers to the
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worst elerments in the indivitual or collective American rentality, and
inflanes racist and selfish Cesires or fears in a classically demagoqgic
hil for re-election. The Presidant has talled a nreat deal ahnut hnnor

in recent vears. hmt it is extremely Aifficult tn comrehen? howr he Aefines
it- 7w sumitting Constitutional safecuards tn ponular vote? Unlercutting
tihe daty of the Suprene Court to protect the Constitutional rights of
minorities? Prorosing lecislation which would return this nation nnt

sirply to the thinking of Plessy vs. Ferquson, but even further hack to

the concept epressed in the Drel Scott decision: ". . .(ilegroes are)
altogether wmifit to associate with the white race. . .and so far inferior

they (have) no rigits vhich the white man (is) lound to respect. . .*

e nation neels neovle vwho, in view of these dicheartening anl
frichitening levelomients, are comiittel to firm and vigilant pusuit of’
an oren society, inclulding the 7nscgregation of the schools and the means
- to make desegregation possible. This is not to ignore the fact that many
schools are now, and will continue to he,; all or alrvst all black: the
chililren in those schools cannot he nenalized any longer for an accirfdent
of geography. It there are azammles of axcellent blacl: schools fxreom
vhich to learn. The goal remains: a natipnal educational system in
vihich black and vhite and indeed all children will learn from one another,
and in spite of one another, what life in a world of diversity an? change

is all ahout.
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HIGHER EDUCATIOH

Equally serious nroblais face Blacks who wish to obtain undergraiuate,

graliate or professional training. Dut first, the topic of higher educa-
tion for blaclks should he placed in historical rersrective: For many

vears, of course, black colleges cowrised virtually the sole rmeans for

Blacks intent on obtaining post-seconlary education. Inleed, as late as
1963, almst 08NS of the baccalaureate Jdegrees awarled black students were
arantel by hlack colleges, and almost 50% of the gratuate or professional

23 Earl "cGrath emhasizes, in the initial pages of his stuiy of

aeqrees.

leqro colleges, that if young black peanle are ‘to receive any higher

c'lucation, the institutions now nrirarily serving Negroes rust, for a con~ i

siderahle span of years, provice :i.t."?'4 ;
People may argue, as they do, ahout whether these colleges were foundedi

+o0 assist nevly freel hlacks assume their rightful role in a free snciety

or to reinforce secrecation and suhservience. The fact remains that black

colleges have performed heroically in proviling education for generations

of black reople and that they have Jone so in the face of overviielming

olls against their very survival. To this Jay, they have been starvel for

funls—anl have, therefore, had rnoor facilities and lovr salaries. They

have had to engage in enorrpus amounts of renedial work because many of

their students cane fron schools organized around nlanned inferiority and

acadenic deprivation. An! rmake no mistake about it: it was plamned, overtly

in the dual school systen in the South and covertly in the ghettos of the

Morth. The deliberate design has been alluded to and docaumented by such

diverse writers as Amhrose Caliver, llorace lenn Bornd, lenry Allen Fullock

22




BT R TR T £ S e, L e g i s o

~

. 25 . .
anc in the momumental work of Zwuwir “iyrdal. Dahois, again the

visionary, sairl vears ago that-

The Ilegro Race, like all races, is going to ke
served by its excentional men....Mow the training
of men is a difficult and intricate task. Its
technicrie is a matter for clucaticnal exmerts, bhut
its ohject is for the vision of seers. If we male
money the ohject of man--training, we shall develon
roney-rakers, but not necessarily men; if we rake
technical skill the ohject of education, e rmav
rossess artisans hut not, in nature, men.28

But nost vhites, especially the philanthropists, vere not interestel in

the training of ‘men” and thms a tragic cycle vas initiated.

Stulents in black collxges and! even the alumi have rarely been in
a rosition to support them, themugh hich tuitions or generous heruests.
Financial veakness in the colleges ani lack of demand for trained Nlacks
in a segrejated and discriminatory society combined to limit their offerings
to “safe” fields, like education, social vork and religion. Even the few
nrofessional scivols were limited to rroviding training for those careers
wvhich coull be pursued in the hlack carmmity: meiicine, lavw, theoloyy.
The tragic cycle vas repeated over anxl over: arhitious voung Blacks had
no ormortunity to study advanced science or bhusiness administration, an
the white graduate schools or gployers vere provided with an easy “out”
for their lack of black students or emloyees. But regardless of their
crushiny problems, black colleges did and contimue to nrovide ' the
vast rajority of educated black leaders. Fron their alvwmi have come not
only the well--knovm spokesmen for the whole spectrim of black conscicusness,
hut also the quiet swyporters for the thousand~-arrl-one mrojects arxl orograms
attepting to gain freedm, oprortimity and pxrer for black peonle.

23
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Iook at vhat black irstitucions have done, for instance, in providing
nrofessional training. I%=r it is ouite cleai: that Blacks are still
under-represented in all the hicher nrofessions. For instance, only two
percent of this country‘s practicing rhysicians are black. The prorortion
of attorneys is extremely unecual: one for every 750 whites. hut only one
black attorney for every 5,000 blacks. The story is similar for other
post-baccalaureate prograns: only 1.72 percent of graduate enrollment
is black, and of all the Ph.D.'s granted between 1964 and 1968, only .78
percent went to Blacks. But without feharry anl Howard, the recoxd woul:d
he uniraginably vorse. These two are still providing th=s vast majority
of hlack Goctors anl dentists. The Carnegie Camission on Iligher Fducation
rerorts that ‘in 1968--69, out of 35,00 ii.D. candidates in the nation, 393
vere at Iowvard and 269 at ileharry. Less than 1 percent of the students
in other medicai schools were hlack...out of 15,403 dental stulents en-
rolled, 135 were at ileharry and 310 vere at Jovard. Only 21 of the 59
dental schools, other than Movar? anl “‘eharry, had any bhlack students,

21 Das~ite the fact that these figures are

ard rmost of these had only one.”
beyont dispute, at a recent social event one of the affluent vhite “liberals”
rresent refused tn accept their validity. !le offered no refutation other
than his contention they vwere inaccurate! e could not accept the fact

that in the 1970°s black institutions were still carrying the rmajor bur-

den of rroviling black professionals in lar. medicine amd dentistry, not

to mention besic undergrafuate education for Blacks.




Reg M MRS A Sy LA PPy L N I G AT NER T Nt [r 8 Ve e Do eae L oo
R P T P A A A O T P IR TR T R P e BN Ve e I e el r e s teiee e -

LN

i
&
g

£
I3
4,

Page 24

"hile the galiant ef{orts and rcali successes of the black colleges

in the mast shoulil be annreciatad and receive encorserent, it must be noted
that the lesegregation grachially taking nlace in higher education has its
nrice, For instance, the integration of institutions which vere formerly
reloinantly black noses the danger of reducing rather than expanding
access of black youth to higher education. The Carnegie Cormission says
this, for instance-

Arong historically black colleges, three recently

reported that more than 50 vercent of their students

viere white: Dlvueficld State College, 6Y nercent

iiite; Vlest Virginia State Colleaa: 73.3 »nercent

vhite; anl Linocoln University, Missouri, 52.5 percent

white,"23
Sinilarly, "aryland Siate College hecare rart of the University of -fary: ’
anl nine preloninantly tlegro junior colleges in Florila were closed in
orler to integrete their stulentc into white junior colleges. Defore one
can deternine whether these integration efforts renresent alvancement of
the black cause, he should incire what haprened to the black young reonle
vho might have gone to Rluefield® State or to Tincoln University, iMissouri.
Tlere opportunities available to them in nrefonirantly vhite colleges?

The "black hrain drain” is another cause for concern. The
scrarbling by many sectors of society for black stidents and nrofessionals
is certainly a refreshing change: hut one must guard against satisfac-
tion wvith mere tokenigi. The recruitment of topnotch students or pro-
fessors £ran black colleges to white ones may represent a net loss, not
gain. The installation of a Black as a srecial assistant in an othenrise
vhite office is too fremuently wvindaidressing at hest, and at worst ray

P
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serve as an excuse for avoiding the need for basic institutional change

to meet the needs of the hlack comrminity. The days for basking in the

reflected glory of the achievements of one or two have long since gone:

oprortunity must be available to every one.

As recently as 1969, more than si: per cent of the white population

(25 years or older) had graduated fram college, as opposed to only three

had at least a high school diplama, hut less than one thixd of the black

~opulation had graduated from high school.2?

lias there leen an improve-
ment in this sitvation? It's hand to say. Figures on current enroilment
of Blacks in colleges and universities vary from a high of 484,000 re-

ported (1970) by the Census Bureau to a low of 356,836, reported byb the »
IE7 Office of Civil Rights. One can only speculate about the disputed |

125,000 rodies. Indeed, Nlias Blake, in his paper prepared for the

National Policy Confexence on Tducation for Blacks last Aprll states,
“Degpite all the publicity on incrzases. no studies of any camrehensive

. . . . 430
nature exist with solil unswers to thsse questions...”

(i.e., of how
many blacks are enre]_.led, in vhat ]:ins.'!» of programs, _1eadinc; to what) .
Hepally mystifying is the e:ca&:t proportion of black ymmgstere in pre-
daminantly black colleges or in predominantly white , he iiney private or
state-empported. The Soxthern rﬂucatlon chortmg Service eohducﬁed'a
survey of the 100 state universitics and land-grant colleges, and found
that (with the exception of these institutions wvhich vere origi.nal}ly all

black) the percentage of black students ranged from a high of not quite

3% in institutions in the ).‘"!idwest to a low of less than 1% in the Far Tlest3l

:——*_
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It is not just mathematical inaptitade that makes one suspicious of
figures: it is the all-too-carmon phenormenon of non-existent, scrappy or
inconsistent data vhich, in this age of camuters, is hard to urderstand
or excuse. DBut of course it should not be necessary to note that even
if there vere an accurate clear picture of black student enrollment. one
woulid still need to ask the even more important questions about quality
and productivity.

The efforts of some colleges and universities to expand access to
higher education to minority youth have been lauded by a few, hut they
have triggered anxiety and outright oprosition among many more, includirg
the Vice President. The late "hitney Young, Jr. arrl Exmon Hogan provi.cied ‘
an excellent response to those who, "when they grumble about ‘Icwer standands’
are really using ccde terms for keeping blacks out." They write: "..;it
has been clearly demonstrated that now traditional terms of admission
predict little or nothing alout what a nﬁ.nor:i.ty student will do in college
or about his potential after graduation. At the same time, it has heen
clearly shown that lack of motivation is not a problem where genuine op-
poctunity exists; academic skills can be acquired; and persons once

thought uneducable at the college level, based on high school records,

. College Board test scores, and cut-0£f points, are now succeeding in their

studies....The best vay of determining vhether a notentlal student is

capabie of college work is to admit him to college and evaluate his per-
132 '

formance there.
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Npen admissions, like =0 many other highly publicized new progranms,
cannot be regarded as tiwe solution to the disprorortionate rerresentation
of minorities and the poor in higher education. Indeed, some serious
questions must be raised about certain programs which permit students
to enter hut do not provide the suyportive services, counseling, remediation
or financial backing which will make it possible for them to remain
Similarly, the proliferating cowmmnity colleges mast be carefully watched

to see vhether, as has been charged by sare,”  they are in part becoring
a convenient device to screen out apmlicants for the universities and

direct them into lcwer-status and even dead-end jobs

The enormous expense of a college education is well-known, and cost
alone will continue o har the college door to rany aspiring poor youngsters
whose families are totally unequinped to help them. It is doubtful that,
even with the emergence of new Federal aid to higher education, this
country as vet male a comitmant to ensuring that all its talented young
people, regardless of their social or economic ciramstances, will have

an opportunity to engage in advanced study.

Even if adeguate financial support were assured, very serious
rroblems remain, The pressures on black smdents part:.cularly on the

recently desegregated campuses, are extreuely severe., Too nany black

voungsters . unfortunately, ’are-confused, misled, anrl finally -iemoralized

by self-nroclamed leaders vho sw'mst on an ideology or program based on
hnlf-ftruths and a single strategy Trymg frant:.cally to get their bear:.ngs,
these youngster.., have few oprortunities to obrtaln svmnatheta.c and sane

adv1ce and examales, ancl they fall prey to fools and charlatans. One

<8
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black college president tells of lcoking out his window late one night

to see one of his better students tearing up the grass on the college

green. 'hen the student was invitod in and asked what he was doing, he
replied: “I'm planting food to feed all the hungry brothers and sisters.”
Phether that particular trip was causel by drugs or something else is

heside the point. that matters is that some of the brightest young people

today are being bombardel with false informa-ion, conflicting theories

and misleading signals without any corresponding method for evaluating

thena or sorting them out.

A very disturhing development on sove predominantly white campuses
is the establishment of special colleges for open a’missions students,
Blacks, Chicanos and Puerto Ricans. These colleges are separate,
identifiable and often run by Blacks and othei' minorities. But if these
colleges becane the repusitories for all of the disenfranchised and op~
nressed, what of their futi.u:e? Hiow much money will be} available for them
when Blacks, Chicanos and Puerto Ricans go out of style? that ébout the
responsibiiity of existing deparments and colleges to change their |

staffihg patterns and curricula? Permitting or encouraging such separatism

 may became a part of the new racism: give them their thing and let them

do it; we will be done w:.th them, and good r:.ddance. If quality is not
eatahln.sned and ﬂamtamed, if staff is not ccmpetent and ca‘mtted if
skills and educauon are not d:.rected to careers of the future, Blacks
ant other mmorltleq will soon realrze that thny have heen had, mat ina

trick hag once again, and r:mged off in the name of progx;es.;.
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Art Thomas, Director of the Center for the Study of Student Rights
and Respdnsibilities, sumed up the challénge facing Blacké concarned
about young people. “Black peoplé have to realize,® he said,"that one
white dude can came inté an audience of 2,000 black people and act like
he's in the majority. That's abvery powerful tb.:i._ng, wheh a whité racist
society has conditioned a vhite dude to believe he is superior, to act
like he's in the majority even vhen he's in the minor:.ty Black people,
if ve ai:e going to suxrvive, have to develop within our children the
belief that they are heautiful, that they are brilliant, and that they can
do anything they make up their minls to do. If we can educate our

- children at an early age to believe in themselves, the question of inteqgra-

tion or separatism will not he important because of black pride. Uhen you
can put one black child in a school with one thousand white childven, and
ke knows he is rowerful, that he is brilliant, then the thousand white

‘children will not affect his confidence. Dy the same token, you can have

one thousand black stulents in a school together who live, trust, and

respect each other, and they will know that they are together and can

, : . 34
accomplish anything they set out to accomplish.” -

Learning how to deal with overt and covert racism may be depressing,
frustrating and difficult in the extreme. But it is an essential rart of
the educational experience for all minority youngs people.' If they’ are to
deal éffectiVely ._with vhites in later 1ife, as they Irﬁst, they miéht as

well begih on the campuses. 'l‘hey'cannbt do sc)‘ by retreating to the

" i1lusory havens pramised by separate courses of stdy, dormitories or

~ other exélusive minority progrearms. ‘Hérold Cruée‘, “that pert:eptivé and biting

30
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}critic of the black intelligentsia, lays bare the hollowness of much

of the separatist rhetoric. "“The Negrp intellectual," he writes, “must
deal intimately with the white power structure and cultural apparatus, and
‘the inner realities of the black world at one and the same time....he
cannot he absoluﬁely separated fram either the black or white world, *33
Call:.ng on radical Blacks to develop "a social theory based on the living
ingredients of Afro-Pmerican history," 36 he accusés them of disdairiing
profound thedretical and scientific examination of historical facts in
favor of “passion, emotionalism and prejudice."37 But while vthey are
caught up in this fervor, he warns, the vhite power sttucture will be

husy doing their theory and practice for then.38

Even earlier, '.E.B. Iulois had ﬁefined the black situnation: "Once
anc for all,” he wrote. “let us realize that we are Americans, that we
were hrought here with the earliest settlers and that the very sort of
civilization fra which ve came made} the complete abcorption of Western
modes and custams irmerative if we were to survive at all; vin brief,
there is nothing so indigenous, so completely 'made in America' as we,"3?
and Inamu Baraka, still knowm to nany as Leroi Jones ;, adds: 't"I"he paradox
of the I'-Iégro éxperience in America is that it is a separate experience hut
inseparable from the'canp.lete fabric of American life....In a sense, his-

_ tory for vthe Negro before America rust remain an emotional ébstraétian."4o

Such woxrds are sobering It mmuch-needed as restraints to those who are

. terpted, hovever understandably, to escape into an all-black world.
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‘ Bducation is a comples: topic: almost every issue raised in these
~ few brief pages—-and many others to which no reference has been made here-- t
could well become the sole topic of an article, a chapter, even a lhook.

Exactly because of this complexity, it is always temoting to put on

blinders, to focus tco narrowly on an immediate problem, to ignore the :
| annoying ramifications of events in tangential fields. But simplistic
analysis simplistic solutions, will not do. Equal opportunity in educa- E

tion will not become a reality overnight--even if funding increases

drastically, even if the husing cuestion is equitably resolved, even if
teacher training is imnroved, even if admission to college is guaranteed
to all who wish to apply. Suffice it to say there is work to be done, and '
work enough for everyone wno seeks to forwarl ‘the twin causes of cuality \
and equality. | |

Peter Drucker has some astute coments on the current educational

crisis: “The school is not in crises just because it is mddenly doing |
worse. 'Ibday's school, dces no poorer a job than it did yesterday: the
school has simply done a terribly poor job all along. But what:we _
tolerated in the past we no longer can tolerate....Rather the school has
suddeniy assumed such mportance for the individual, for the commnity,
for the economy, and for socmty, that we cannot suffer the traditional, b D
tnne-honorerl mcwtpetence of the educat:.onal system....‘roday ‘access to r .3 ]
careers, to mo*at opnort'nutles, and to eo‘ucat:.on is through the school 3 |
'Ie e}mect of ‘i:ho° school-~anc'l it is a new expectat:.on that no school has 1
met before—~that rost if rot all sttr.lents will really leam something. .. v !
a:pect a person to f:md in school his ba51c exner:.ences and the knowledge » 5 | |
t'ourﬂat:.on for hls llfe. .o .(we) depend on the dlplcma , 50 we rightly demand

.ﬁl . . . ’ i '
that the schools perform better ¥ ‘Dat the clouds of raclsm and react:.on g
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to earlier gains are gathering and loom aninnusly ovexr any discussion

ahout improving education. Those who have read Sam Yette's hook,

12
The Choice, whether they agree with him or not, will have some notion

of the possible dirensions of the stom. t™hat, for instance, of recent

judicial decisions, such as the Sunreme Court's a_ctibn in pemitting

s tin

juries to reach majority, rather than unanimous vexdicts in cases tried

in state courts? Or its upholding of the rights of rrivate clubs to

maintain restrictive rractices, even vhile they operate under liquor

licenses granted hw the state? 'That of the psyclologists and others who

suqqest reconsidleration of theories of genetic infeviority or predict an

increasing role for an elite nevn.tocracy? tthat of the social analysts
who depict the “mathological” ‘condition of the black farulv , Or mt:.mate
that a certain segment of society is destined (one can almost hear
“pre.’{estinet?."} to remain in squalor or ignorance? *hat of the consolidation
of power hy organizations vho oppose participation by the less pevserful ,
vho care nothm 3y for the views of yoor or "u.norlty grouns and cormunities?
Hone of these develo;mentsis irrelevant to t:.e concerns of those who 3 .

wish to irprove education and increase omportunity.

Yet first on the educational agenda must always be the definition

an] redefinition of vhat is meant by "quality." Faldists and hucksters
are ever eager to qgll na.na"eas, to advocate the suast:.tutlon of “rop"
'Bnakeﬂpeare for ’c.mn genu:.ne art:.cle, to subst:.tute groovm&ss For Thard
work andd d1501p11n. {or, as srweone has Feln.c:n.touslv put it, to "grant

- ahsolution even where none was sought”), There is no substitute for

exposure to the riches of the past--not only the African or the Spanish

past, hut the entire range of th:mkers and civilizations. tnly thus will

3
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the young be instructel in thoir human potential, even while they learn

to moderate the arrogant “wetensions of so ruch of modern ideology. Geod
e’lucation deperxls, too, on exnosure to adulis-~not simply teachers, but
manv adults vho will counsel, encourage, advocate--adults who provide
models of cormitment and of integrity hw living out in their own lives
wfnat they presumé Lo teach young peonle. And cquality education demands
the provision of many options, alternatives and choices. It is--or should
ba=~-721l knovm by now thét learning is a life-long nfocess vhich varies
in rate and style from one J.ndlvu)ual to another. Yet one mﬁdrmnate
consequence of universalizing elucation has been the equation of learning
with school, as well as the subjugation of natural curiosity and interest
to "professionally” defined standavis of nrogress and behavior and attitude
in the classroam. | |

Despite the confusion, dislocation alﬂ turhulent change which will
continue to irwede the halting progress of this society toward realiza-
tion of its dream, there is some hope. 'I‘he current likeration movements—-
black, female or youth--may prove capable of liberating everyone fram the
hitter residue of past failure and present fear. The demands, for instance,
being made by many Blacks—£or quality é(?o.lcatj.'on,. fbr accountability by
teachers, for full funding, for desegregation--are not narxow and
sélf~servihg. They are needad hy all qeqrnents of society, and ail segments
of 'society-»-rich, .poor , black ’ vrhiteF-i-!ill benefit if they are met. But
it will not be easv, in a time of bitterness ard fmstra‘cidn, to remember
to convimﬁé others that the cause belongs to everyone. The most imnortant

things for Blacks to rereher is that the strtigglé is abodt sarvival as

34
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luman beings. In these difficuit days and in the rore h‘...FfJ.cult
tomorrows, the tewptation o strike ont at each other for perceived
differences in tactics and strategy will hear heavily upon them. It
is irperative that they resist anl actively oprose such tendencies in
tl1enxseives and in others. leither rointless violence nor abjec£

surrender will serve, nor will idolizing or romanticizing of black leaders.

"alcolm X," writes a perceptive member of the Institute of the Black
Torld, “became in his lifetime the cquintessence of a free man....If we are
serious about the furndamental perscnal and structural changes wvhich are
necessary for black reople to live, then we cammot fail to take Malcolm
as our rodel, In saying that, we are not focusing here on a specific
pelitical metﬁoﬂolbgf for change . Malcoln is the prime example of what
we must do if we want to prepare ourselves, not only for the struggle for
freedont, but for the possibilities inherent in freedom itself, Malcolm's
crucial decision; as a meaiher of an onpressed people, vas to refuse to
accept the 1imitatiohs i.vﬁposed on him hy the conditions of oppression....The
willingness to exrose 6ne's life to the mercileés.glare of truth and to

rake vhatever changes truth demands,...this is the epitome of a truly

religious, truly molitical man. This was Maldo]n, and it rust be us."®

" Blacks are a humané and loving people, they care about each other.
HWere this not so they t‘buld have long '-unce berished under thewe:.qht of
over three‘wmired yea.ré of obptession. Their ability to continue to
stmggle has been sustamorl by then. bas:n.c Vumanltv, the:n.r ability to

remain humane through centuries of physical and nsycholog:.cal v:.olence.
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Ms that humanity has sustained then so they must now zealously nurture and
continue to develop it. Blacks - like other minority grouns - do not have
to agree on everything, nor should they epect agre@eht on all things.

Unity, not uniformity rust be the goal. They cannot make the fatal mis-

take of adopting the attitudes and hehavior of their oppressors.' Name

calling and labeling have little plaée in the struggle; they rust look at
one another in terms of what each is doing to édvance the program of black
survival and development. If the brother or sister is oﬁ the case, moving
zie agenda forward, right on! If they are not, they can be helped to join
the struggle: there is a role for everyone in the struggle for suxvival.
Therse really is no viéLble choice in this regard: the survival an?
development of each black man and woman are intimately, inextricably and
inovitably linked to the fortunes of all black people, and ultimately to

the fortune of the human race.
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